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Summary


Many organisms are adapted to running waters. Some of them live within the water for their whole lifecycle. 


Because of disturbances or unfavorable seasons in running waters dispersal over long distances is advantageous for plant and animal species living in rivers. 


Worldwide only few species are endemics of only a single river.


Some examples of plant and animal species diversity, of endemic and non-endemic species and their relationship to different habitats related to running waters are discussed.





