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“While stocks last”

Salmonid 21C is an initiative to develop strategies for the management and conservation of salmonids and to encourage public support through education.

A video was shown during the IP, “Monitoring running waters in Europe”, entitled “While stocks last”, reviewing salmonid biology, current status and the relevance of monitoring and managing running waters for the purpose of conserving salmonids. Wild Atlantic salmon have been eliminated from more than 300 of the world’s 2000 rivers within their range and catches have plunged by 80% in the past 30 years. Even in the countries that one can find healthy Atlantic salmon population (Scotland, The Republic of Ireland, Norway and Iceland) 85% of the wild salmon populations are vulnerable, endangered or critical. The crisis is blamed on a combination of commercial salmon farming, over fishing, loss of habitat, global warming, man-made river obstructions and industrial and agricultural pollution.  The video was shown as a starting point to lead into a class seminar in which students could appreciate the relevance of the course experience and how this could be applied in the real world of environmental management and education with particular reference to running waters.

Key issues raised and discussed including canalisation, river shading by vegetation, river-bank erosion and restoration, barriers to migration, water quality and the importance of benthic macroinvertebrates as indicators of water quality and food for salmonids.

REFERENCE : www.salmonid21.org

