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The main aims of this introductory course are the knowledge of species of some important insect orders and families, its systematics and ecology, and principles of animal field ecology. The course is divided into three parts: (1) identification exercises with material from damselflies and dragonflies (Odonata), butterflies (Lepidoptera), grasshoppers (Ensifera and Caelifera), beetles (Coleoptera), flies (Diptera), and aquatic bugs (Heteroptera), (2) field excursions to collecting and preserving insects and other invertebrates, mark-recapture experiments and estimation of population sizes, and (3) introduction to evaluation methods (metapopulation concept, nested subsets, rarefaction). 

