Effects of motor way run-off on the ecology of stream algae
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In order to investigate the impact of motorway drainage on the algae of vupland streams, seven small streams were investigated, together with an intensive survey of one of these streams. The study took place at the end of winter so that the maximum possible impact of events such as road salting would be seen. 

Analyses of variance showed that downstream of the motorway, there were significant increases in numbers of algal species, algal abundance, species diversity and the relative abundance of filamentous organisms.

